
future citIES challenge:
an idea for VILA MISSIONARIA



this story is based on an idea that i had one year ago. 
the future cities challenge is the opportunity to make 

this idea real, with further studies.
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Last year I did volunteer 
work at a favela called Vila 
Missionaria in sao Paulo

the problems that emerged while doing activities involving 
maps with local teenagers made me realized some things.

Public spaces that were 
abandoned because they 

weren’t safe enough

Kids that had to play in the 
streets because the sports 
field needed to be reformed 

A school that was closed 
because the water from the 

river would leak inside.

I couldn’t understand how the local government 
didn’t know about all of these issues.

it was Then that i realized that 
theiir methodology was not 

efficient 



there are two main reasons 
for the difficulty behind  
studying the favelas in a 

traditional way. 
the first one is that the 
streets in the favelas usu-
ally don’t follow a prede-
termined path. some places 
are not even found on a gps. 
that makes it very hard to 
get around as an outsider

the second one is that in some 
favelas you cannot enter 
without being accompanied by a 
local due to the favela’s social 
structure, that includes rival-
ry betwen gangs and detach-
ment from the outside world.

my biggest question was: which 
methods could we use to study 
this peculiar place in a more 

efficient way?
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that’s when i realized something very important: the majority of 
teenagers in vila missionaria haVE access to the internet

internet cAN be a very important 
tool to study thESE 
NEIGHBORHOODS meanwhile giving 
a voice to THE PEOPLE

MY IDEA IS TO CREATE A SOFTWARE 
for collecting data

it will ask you a few questions 
about your neighborhood, 

divided in 6 categories:

after the data is gathered, your 
neighborhood will receive a 
final score based on 6 subscores

primary services, secondary 
services, security, health and 

sustainability

it can be accessed from an 
eletronic device through a 

website

this will make it very easy to 
visualize results, specifically on 

the areas that are lacking

all of the data collected in a 
specific neighborhood will be 
stored for future comparison

the fact that all of the information will be organized in the 
same place will make it easier for researchers, urban planners 
and the  government to study it



Everyone should be able to have a say 
on the organization of their own 
neighborhood. failing to do so is in 
fact one of the reason why realities 
can be so diverse inside the same city. 

internet is a way for people to be 
heard and a window on the whole 
world.
The future city will be a place where 
technology is used to make urban 
solutions smarter and to make the 
whole city available for everyone.



future citIES challenge:
an idea for VILA MISSIONARIA

thank you!


